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lating the opinion of the civilised world on questions of
international importance, and if the peoples of the various
countries of the world were really free they might safely be
left to work out their own salvation.

Japan, in the course of her history, has shown what
great things she can accomplish when she takes hold ^of an
ideal. For over two hundred years she deliberately shut
herself off from all external influences in order that she
might live her own life according to her own ideals. Her
rapid progress on Western lines has, in great part, been due
to the determination that she should not suffer the indignity
of being looked down upon as an inferior country. Her
ideals are being rapidly developed, and their future will, in
great part, depend on the conditions of the countries of the
West and on the nature of their conduct to her. Her recent
action has shown her willingness to move in the direction of
peace, for she has reduced her expenditure on armaments
and curtailed her military and naval programme. Her
Prime Minister stated that she was able to do this because
of the increased goodwill of the great Powers of the world,
and she took the opportunity of showing her peaceful and
non-aggressive inclinations, If she were freed from the fear
of Western aggression and allowed to utilise her resources
for the purpose of becoming a great nation in the highest
sense of the term, that is to say, not only materially but also
intellectually and morally, there are no limits to be placed to
her possible attainments.

If, however, Japan is to live up to the ideal of what has
been claimed as her mission, she must not allow Western
ideals of the individualistic and material kind to swamp her
in her endeavours to realise her fullest possible life, While
paying due attention to the material developments which
are necessary for the highest forms of individual and national
life, these should be used not as ends in themselves, but as
means to an end, namely, the welfare of her people, physic-
ally, mentally, and morally, and the influence for good
which she would be able to exercise on the other nations